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Bill Type and Number:  Ordinance 2009-325
Sponsor:  Council President at the Request of the Jacksonville Economic Development Commission
Date of Introduction:  April 14, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference:  LUZ
Date of Analysis:  April 16, 2009
Type of Action:  Ordinance Code Amendment
Bill Summary:  This bill creates a new Section 656.361.23, Ordinance Code, relative to Downtown Supplemental Standards and Development Criteria.  It prohibits the location of pay phones on City rights-of-way or City public parks within the Downtown Overlay Zone districts.  The prohibition includes air rights so as to prohibit intrusions from adjacent walls, fences, or buildings.  The directors of Public Works and Recreation and Community Services are directed not to issue permits for pay phones in City rights-of-way or City parks in the Downtown Overlay Zone.  Further, said directors are to revoke any existing permits and secure the removal of existing pay phones in the zone.  Owners are to be provided 30 days’ written notice.  If an owner fails to remove its pay phone, City forces shall do so and undertake efforts to recover costs, working with the Office of General Counsel.
Background Information:  The proposed regulations do not affect public pay phones located on private property.  Information on file states that the Jacksonville Economic Development Commission was approached by the Sheriff’s Office seeking assistance in resolving an ongoing nuisance problem with loitering and panhandling in downtown.  The activity was found to be centered in areas where public pay phones are located, and enforcement of loitering laws is difficult when individuals respond that they are waiting for a call or to use the phone at a specific time.  The Springfield Zoning Overlay regulates pay phones and vending machines in that area and has been effective in addressing nuisance activity.
Policy Impact Area:  Downtown Overlay Zone; Public Phones
Fiscal Impact:  Undetermined
Analyst:  Campbell
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